

UDYan. 
dIM DEFY 

SAVAGE i 
'^GORILLA! 



STAND BA 
'VEGOTA 
GUN' 



'^LDOK! HE'S CLIM B ING B AC K 
INTO HIS CA6E.' ^ 






YOU KIDS DESERVE A WE EARNEO 

MEOAL.' WHEREOIDYOuYthEM SELLING 
6ET THAT 11' RIFLC AND A {AfHITE 
THAT BOW ANO AR gQWj^ CLOUER I N£ 



wow' i'm GONNA SEU 

JSOME OF THAT SALVE TOOf 

Hl 







O* 



look!li¥E pony! 



•.n«i '000 S'.'.' 



B£ FllfST 



-iH> Cdx r<i>« (bmi 

Wilien Chem. Ce.D«pt. 9t 




ter '5 1 

GO' 



MAIL COUPON 



BIG CATALOG! 



ACT 




Wilion Chvmicol Co . Depl. ff , 1yr«n«. Po. Dat« 

Ocnilemen - P1«oi« lend n>e on itiol 14 coloiful ai' p« 
iu>«\ v.<tK 14 boiet of Wh.iB ClOVfRINE Brand SAlVt lo 
lell at iic a boi (w>ih piOwrei I w>ll remiT omogni otkrd 
■vilhin 30 rioyi, ifltd a Pieimufn or heap Caih Comfnii 
wari Ol «iip1oi«^ed vnde' P'cviium woniad m cofoloq t«m 

• •Ih o>dc(. poiiage pa>d ro »'«>*. 



HAMt 



Poiie toupon on povtol cord or moil in envelope todoy 



MA8KED RAIDER Volnmc I, Namber 9 Oclobcr. IWS 

Publish«] bimnnthly by CharlDOn Comics Grouii. Eie<-utiv» ofrirt^ nnd offie« of puUtcation. Ch*rlton Buildliii;. D«rbT. 
Conn. Application for Smnd Clam mailinK privilwes U perMl-nK at th* Po«t OfflM at n*rbv. Conn. Price per »pj 
IQc Siihsrription 12 iuuet SI. 20 Coprrieht 1966 by Ch&rlton Comirs Group. PHntad in Ihe U.S.A. 



MASKED RAIDER 



MISSING OOlD SHinMCNT ABOKItO A *1(SSiN<? £TAGE COACH RAlNTED GOlO. PI?eSENr A 

BAPPLiNa Mys^e(^Y rc> tme smerifp op cxxjglas city...until help a(7»7ives in tmé røf?M 

OP THE OlO WEST S MOST UNUSUAL PAK? OF CrffiME PfGHTEI^S ... THE.... 



And TALON tfie 
Golden Ea^le 




MASKED RAIDER 








... JUST BtCAUSE MES NOT AS ROUGM 
OR HANDY WITH A GUN AE. MO&f OF 
TME MEN 'N DOUGLAS Cirv,' HE3 A 

Gooo lawver: men luce les WILL 

Be (?EV1EA/1BBReD LONG AFTCR THE 
FROM THE WEST.' 




MASKED RAIDER 





THROW YOUR VOICE 



RADIO 
MIKE 

Sing, Play thru your radio 



Ha 



112. 



|.98 



TRICK BASEBALL 

ti tfCiiDcos cbchejcki. il 

iit)lr to catcn tt's to 
Wt alt tn« kidt on tbe 
bloch tptnnmg atter it 
Tbci«'i s bititl tf ljn in 
tvcnr (wuoce ol this jna; 
in« bmbalt ;S!i50< 




Boomerang 

Here's iomelhinR n(w 
in ta'get thtowinf! 
caie you m ss, it t<s-ric^ 
right back to you. a^^^ 
bir)£o< yoii're a 
to fire ' igitn }■■ 
fun Ihan a ' bare 
monke>s'* 
No Hl 




Veirtro 
& Book 



Youf ch»o<c * ' 
voice ifito ' 

the (eacnei. jon ftie.: 
j . . - V . . id htve ftn dotdB it, 
book OB How to Become a VfBtittoqwitl 
Kte, 137 



fouf cfiance lo have eyes in 
back ol your f*eao See befnfld 
or aiongside and no one knows 
you are watcfi.ng fun every- 
•vhe'e you go 
No 146 



LOOKBACK 
SCOPE 



35< 



TALKING TEETH 

-fio' Caaranteea lo itvut tnt 

lis« 1*1 ot Oit tectn 
fjt wn*n wfOwnO up. »l»'t to 
■lalWf *w»y. hk« CHJt * 
K'eit comic cffect tor fiHe 
t««iri on coid nignti 
■to il3 



1« 





WHOOP 
Placc II on a chair vrxltr « 
cu&Qiofl. then *atcA t^l tud 





lOfr-eone I -Il 


dOMftl 

nf 















>arii»i tnd {ath»rin2i_ 



POWERFUL MANY EXCLUSIVE ITEMS A VAILABLE 
COMPACT 
.ONE TUBE RADIO 



Packet Sne . Brinks 
w II ■wif^y^y^ Jtations up t* 1000 

V\^4^ milii away 

^S^^i^Åt/ Wodetft (leclrooicv mahes tf"s won 
^^1^*1 ceitul iei possit»e So smil ii miIi 
tii m a oocii«t f *e^^J^l^(^ w soppiiftl 
(or you (asv lo asseirbie <n a ttw 
riMiiiKi wlIIi iuSI a iCew Cfiwfr No SO'dermg 
nubirffl Reaiii po*e'ful too *nrtour>Cfments o' 
itat.om up 'o 1000 ""Ifs Jwj* comf so loud 
aio clear lou o iiini' iie» wce njfil nea' home 
Ita'n mtnv ust'ul arHl 'tnpn'taiX IlMnj^ at)out rad'O 





ELECTRIC 
MOTOR 

RPM 



— Drivai all Models 

li O^t« tMt SOuftfli ii-i&f'firablf Du! 

ni»f »n *(luJi el*' ' 
(OmMi:! ' 'tir »it ■ ■ 

l«t fifn - 
4 'tia> tt' ' 
to* yftu ; 

•elMHf lliin ;- ( -air 

NO OS? 



.98 



BUCK EYE lOKt 



Show inem tn« rt»u|M) ' eiitu<M InstOe 
TnC) <l It ans tu'fi tt to Out all 
Oier Oo It biicMn Uieir tr«i AP. 
•» 2I» /Of 



Costume Set Designed for 
Every Boy 

stylt 160 — Fo( you Ite men. we've got the newest, most 
enciting and tremendous play iuit ot its time A complete 
Superrnan outtit m Ime durable washabie rayon gabardine. 
Outlit mcludes led cape wiih screei^ed Superman ticure, 
navy and red suit with %\\\ tigure "S", and belt. Be ftrst 
to gel Ihis wonderful outtit Si:es 4-14 3 




buz^erI 

mm 




\mwm HOUU PRODUCTS COffP . LvMirfak, M. V. 9eel 

I Carniot ship ordtts tolaltint Itu than )I 8B.BL 

It*\H<K «BT MK •< trirt to ••(( »'»I Hf 

I tiEii s N>Hi o( uiu »*■ tum *ai« tiu 



Tti« moil popuiar |Oke rtovf ity *- 
■I .r- i".' Vi" Up amf wear il K 
' •en you stiakej" 



feet 



Hitri « 

Atl» I 



^ I »ntiMi ui f»ii I** M«« lii«»a 

3 San« t I a 1 Hf ««ttna* m «tii<aiT »>m a lf» 
«t*ii p*tU(a 



MASKED RAIDER 




MASKED RAIDER 




**£ SPvr iT UP A lOt op (.'TttE SACKS 

s^Acse : no^. r^EyO need 
ThE co*Ch to movb ThE 
ST*iPP... Till tmev foumD 
A PLACE TO 
MiDE iT.' 





fc^jC AC'ER ThEV PA'D "'OJ A 
VST AT VOu!7 CAB'M, t^EV 
f^ODAtse»-jTty MfcD »-iO PueTHEC 
USE thE COAC« ; PdTT-MS 

VCj 0»o -^iE CDACm AkjD SEI'TiKkS 

THS AUTMOBf'TiE^ OPP T-HE ffSwr 
TCAC« .* 






UNH... LET TALK TO H' 

I TMIKJK. TWE LESS VOU 
To HiM ASOur iT, T«E 
BBTTEi?: I IL SEE THAT 

sr(^^'GMTeK^so out.' 





MASKED RAIDER 



iW Tne H'i-S. AOP£AffS THE P.eSuCS O' A 
«AN WMO STSJXES TÉf?C?0(? TO TMg HgAffrS 
OF -»£ WEST S OCLOESr OuUAWS... TM6 




PIGKTEIS WxiSTLES A S'C^nAl IMfO THE 



AhEAO 0= uS. TAlOM...AMO 
NO r>ME TO I.OS6 ; TME 
FUT«t?e OF AM INSJOCfWr 
MAN iS AT STAttfE 
TONtGMT; 




AS THE Otn-LAWS eMfe« ThS OiO MAbiS CA31M. 
ThEY PAIL TO wEAe tmS SUGHF SWlSH OF 
HuGff U^INJSS HIGH ABOVff THEM,.. 





MASKED RAIDER 




MASKED RAIDER 




MASKED RAIDER 




MASKED RAIDER 



THI& Muer ae the place 

• •iT'ft twe ONLV ONE 
AROUND HERe; 




MASKED RAIDER 



VOU'RE BEMTOU.I 
TAKE IT. THE W&N 
WHO SEMT THAT LETTB? 
FOR HELP TO HEAD- 
OHlAIZTEe& : ROCKV 
LANE** WV 
NAME 




VEP, r'MBEMTDM. BUT 
DCm 6TAN0 l»i TME 
OOOCVWpy GABBM- .' 
GIT NSlOe AFORE 
TMEV GfT ME 



AUL RI6HT, MIENO 

"juer TAKB rr 

TWtS AU- 
ASOtiT? 



FES MOIJTV44 ANO MONTMS I'VE BEEN 
GrmNG LETTER5 WEA« EVERY OAY, ^ 
SMMQ TAA A-GOiNG TO BE nAe*AEt)F 
^OMEOME WAHlTS TD GCT A^E fiO*& 

TWEV CM BUY THE 

VALUAOLfi LAMO 

I own: 



Hm 



OOW'T DARE GO OUT.' 
I SrOCKED AU. TWET CMHEO 
POOO, SlTT TM QUNSiMtS 
LOW MOW.' THAT & WMV I 
SC»JT FER A MAR^HAL i 
1 NEEO PROTEO-ION I 




MERE, AAAR6.MAI. ---HEeE'S OWE O' 
THE LETTERE Z GOT YESTEROAY.' 
I--r CANT TAKE «OCH MORE 
rM TOO NERVOOS NOW .' 






I RECKON VOU NEED»PR07EC- 
TON, ALL BiSWT I l U STAV 
HERE TIU. THE HOMBRE 
SENDING YOU THE&E LETTEfld 

CAUGMT : AAEANWHILE 
TRV TO SET HOlO OP 
Y0UR3ELF 1 , 

THAWKS-, 
MAR&HAL. 
n.L TRV. I'VE 
AN ElCTRA COT ; 
YOU CAN &LFEP 

OH Twr: 




fcATER.THAT Ntfi^r^-" 



POOR SE>nON; HESSUCW 
A BUNDLE OP NERVES HE 
EVEN SLEEPft WfTH Hl* 
RtPLEi SUT ri'S BEEN 
MJGHTV QlHET ALL 
NIGWTi 





SAVE YOUR HAIR 



Beware of your itchy scalp, hair loss. dandrufT, head scales, unpleasant 
head odors! Nature may be warning xs>^ o( approaching baldness. 
Heed Natures warning! Treat your scalp to scientifically prepared 
>X^ard's Formula. 

Millions of trouble-breeding bacteria. living on your sick scalp (see 
above) are killed on contact. Ward's Formu'.a kills not one, but all 3 
types of these destructive scalp germs now recogf^Ued by many medical 
authorities as a significant cause of baldness. Kili tsese germs — don t 
fisk letting them kill your hair growth. 



1. Kills germs that rctard normal hair growth— o» sontaci 

2. Removes ugly infectious dandruff — fast 

3. Brings hair-nourishing blood to scalp-;— <7«/c*/y 

4. Stops annoying scalp itch and burn — instantly 

5. Starts wonderful self-massaging action — uithin 3 seconds 

• Once you're bald, that's it, friends! There's nothing you can do. Your 
hair is gone forever. So are your chances of getting it back. But Ward s 
Formula. used as directed, keeps your sick scalp free of itchy dandruff. 
seborrhea. and stops the hair loss they cause. Almost at once your hair 
looks thicker, more attractive and alive. 

We don't ask you to believe us. Thousands of men and women — 
first skeptical just as you are — have proved what we fc»y. Here's our 
GUARANTEE. Try Ward's Formula in your own home for only 10 
days. You must enjoy all the benefiis we claim — or we retu*«- *)Ot only 
the price you pay — but DOUBLE YOUR MONEY BACK on return 
of unused portion. You are the judge. Send no money. Pay postman 
only 52 plus a few cents postage. or save postage by sending $2 with 
order. ACT NOW TO SAVE YOUR HAIR. SEMi COl rO\ TOD iY ! 



ENJOY THESE 5 BENEFITS IMMEDIATELY 




i 




WARD lABORATORtES.D.pt 6607-8 
19 Wtst 44th St. New York 36, fi Y. 
O I tnclost $7.00, s»nd prtpoM 

Stnd C.O.D., I will pay $2.00 plus postøg« 



Address 



Norne 



MASKED RAIDER 



me HtG^ff^ NEAR OVES 
AMO THBUe HAdM'T BEEN 
Ak eiGtO OP ANVONE 
GUNMIN<3 FOR BE^TTCN*-- 




IVE BEEN THINKIMO 
SiNCe THE VAlMlsn' 
LA6T «ISWT, lU eO 
TRY TO GET A 
L£AD OM HIM/ rT$ 
THE OMW TO 
Ger AT THE BOTTDM 
OP THt&i 



. BEN10N,7>tfCr 
OlOM'T $HOW UP 
IMTQ TOWN TT^ 

\OU---VDU ■ 
MEAN NOU'RE 
A«-(30lKkS TD 
LEAVE ME 
ALONE. 
MARfiHAL ? 




BUT 

VOU'IL 
COME 

BACK, 
MA89HAL 




rtB 



ur LATER. WHEM ROCKY MEMTtON« BENTOM IN 
THE MEARBV TOWN --. 



WMATS THET/ 
MAR5HAL ...? 
>OU'Ce HERE 
BECAU^E OlO 
SENTON &ENT 
FOR M7U J 





WHAT'6 &0 FUNNV 
ABOUT A CRlMtNAU 
SENO'MO A MAh4 

WARMING 

LETTERS ? 




AAAReMAL. BENTDN'g 8EEN &AVM& THE 
SAME THINS '80UT THOSE LETTERS FOR 
M0NTH5 hiCWl HE'e MAO EVERVBODV IN 
TDWN OP THERE PROTECTiMS HIM OT ONE 
TIMÉ OR AM07HE»?; 




MASKED RAIDER 



T>^a^... 



THW BEMTON'e A CRAHK 3 rHM"& 
EXACTLV WMAT (M 9AVI^4(3.' MANK,HEI?e. 
WILL TBll VUM TWE SAME TMIfJG 

fcveRveoDv IN TOWN w(tL eewTON 

WRiTES THOSE LETTERS WIMSELF.WE 
I TWWK 



WE I 



TWArs m MABftHflL .' HE PiNAUy WffOTH TD M30 
AFTER POUCe HEPE OOT TIf^ED RUNNWS TO M« 

MO ONE EVEfi APPeAREO / 




THANKe-'-MUCH OSLIOeO 
FOR TM£ INFORM^rriON 
l!U GOlNG TO UAVE & 
TALK WITW BEKTTDN 
NOW i 



IT* CLEAR THEWHOLi 
TOWN S CONVlNCeP 
SEN-rCM'S ONC/ AN 
0 1.0 C BACKPOT TTry- 
N(3 TO BRIM& ArrpW- 
T 0^ 7D HiMSaf /r*u. 
PND OUT ip TMEYItf 

Rrawr. 




SOON, BACK AT BGNTOM'e KfiUCH 



SO T«(& 
MVaTERlOUd 
VARMfNT, 

OUT TO Ger 

VDU. HAd 
NEVER ONCfi 
TTliED, 6H, 
BEN713N 2 



N-MO, HE HASW T. 
I BUT f AA euRE HE 
WILLI HE KEEP& 
>ENO(IV»€ ME 
THeSE LETTE«©.' 
I 60T •rUf& OKC 
APTER VOU'O 
LEPT POR 
1WM i 




TN-TWNK«, MAR6HA1.-.' 
I KNEW VOU WtXILDW'T 

WAuc OUT ON /we .' ru. 

6C FIX u& SOME —ri 
V(TTl.E& NOW.' >^ 





THC TOWM'd COU- 
V1f4CB0 HC'e A 
CRANK. BUT XCANT 
WITHOUT GWINfi 
HIM ANOTHCR 
CHANCE .' 




MASK EP RAIDER 

^ItfTMlOWr — I LOOKdLIKE 
I A T CO Ol en/- 



SrTTER GST SOA6 SlEGP, , 

Sewtom: iiL STAND watcm; 




WMAT A X — r PONT 
WA^ „ I KMOWj (T 
TMAT ? /CAME FHOM 
UP»TAiR& i 




l'U. PIND OUT, PEONTO. YOUP 
eeTTE« STAV DOWW HERE, 
BENTON : 




WMEN ROOCV C»»He» l»fTO 
BOOM — 



THBftB CRATE« SEMIDN HAP^rACKEP 
AOAiH^r THEWINDOH/.' theviøha- 
■no« THE TMUNOEB. , 
MUSr-VS TOPPtED TMEM 




TWC WiNOOWft STIU- V 
T»©>m.V LOCKEOAND " 
BOeuaXOl NO8O0VCAME 
IN.T>4ATd FOR SURE : l'D 
eSTTER <3ET ClOWN AND 
K. RfA^eURE 8EK1DN 
SEf^ORE HE COL 




AMDWMEN MORNING COMC« — 



•røUR MAN DtON'T 6H0W UP 
AOAJN LAOT NI6MT, BENTON 

THAT'ft THE WAV IT, ■ 

AIWAV5 MAPPENS ( ; VBP, MAR- 
|SN'T_ (T ? J/SMAL---HE- 
HE JU&T MEVEIt 
&HOW& UPSOiÆ 

How : Btn* HE 

KEEPd KEND- 
ING MEjnOSf 
tETTtR«, 




MASKED RAIDER 



BUT He — 
HE'a COME, 

VOU'VE <JOT 
TD 9TAV 
WITH «E 
X NEEO 

PROT6CTION 




RECKON THE FOLK« iN ^ 
TOWN WEPE RISHT; BEN- 

TDN's juen- oirr la dsaw 

ATTENTIOM TO HIMSCLF.' 
WELU fis fM^&*tAl'S> GOr 
PliNTY «0«e IMPORTANT 
TVlMG© TO OO TWAN HUMOR- 




But a& rockv ^apole^ ur alo»j&- 

MOE THB UOUde-- 



SOMEONE WA« Mette la^t nic>mi 

SNEAKING AftOUMP THE HCU^E i 
FOeaOT THE RAlNSOAKEO GflOiJNP 
WOULO UEAVE H«» PdlMTS I 




I RECKOM WHOEVER IT m,e» 
LEPT AFTER SEEfN« r WA* 
fDlL. HERE .' NOW TM REAUV 
i IS &EMTON JU5T 
A CRAN<---OR ARETMO&E 
LiTTEBS THE REALTHfNG ?? 




I dURE OOH'T KNOW, SUT l'VE 
AN lOEA HOW I MIGHT FiNO 
OUT THE TBOTH AflCWT 
THiHC-, '. C'MON, SlACK JACK, 
WE-VE VrøRK 

TO oo; 







MASKED RAIDER 



cOMe 

OUT O' 
THffT ROOM, 

BEN7DN : 
VUH CAM'T 

drr AWAV 

ANVMORfi 





m LATEIf.AFTCR THE VAR- 
MVfliTd ARC d&PE rw JAfC 



SO FREEMAN OieCOVHffFO THB 
SeCBET OOOR fH MV HO-JSS I 
NEVEB KNEW ASOUT PROM A SET 
OP OCO PLAN^ HE POUND BEFOffG 
I BOUGHT THE PLACe i THErsl HE 
AND HfS PARTNGR STARTEO ^ 

TH&R Plan -ro 

DOflAEINANO y EXACTLViTHEV 
TAKE OVER y WANTEP YOU TO 
AAV LAND.'^APPEAB JUST A 
CftA^lK WHO WAMTEO 
PE0P1.E'S 
ATTENTION '. 




WMEN THEY RECKONE. 
Wftc» 6ET IN PEOPlE S MiNOSj 
THEY ENTEREO py THE SE- 
CBET OOOC TO GET VOU WITU 
VOUR OWN GUN &0 FOLW& O 
NATuRAuy FiGURe VOO'O OONE 

vouRSELP in: 



&URE. CAU&E 
THEV O GOTTEN 
POLK& TO THrNK Mg 
IjOCO ALREADV .' 
BUT, THANK& TO VtJU, 
ROCKY LA^4e, t CAN 
UVe A HAPPY LIFS 
AGAIKl J 



MASKEO RAIDER 




/BLACK BEAUTY' :^VIDEO ViCf 



B€COME AN ALL'AROUNV WfNN^R 



£.VJTY 




ti 

Jm ■«>•< 
4a' H>*H 



lOOK AT WHAT VOU OETI 

no.an-palkad CAtlE COUUS »* DlMvllf * 

rf»r.i)«iitt -oid bsrMd eui tot >•» by , 

I .fxirwtf'ati » p«»»«l'i»< ■^■1 ; 

■la<k ••øury rr*af*i><>* S-CnhU Uctitaf ol a Itll • 
«.<• lo D»'< t wa-M *« "lOHT AWATI • 



»tENPS • CA1N POPUtARITV • BE A SUCCCSS 
a • iOI BONOMO JMOWJ YOU HOWt 

*JgB!ffy^** ; Why fi«p* m rti« do'K wohingT Wtiy Ut 
* l"*9 • »Hiat Mm od w<'» vowr S"' - . 

thai pr*matiaii fi*m y*u - 
•oay 'ko) p«»iti*ft th« taamf Naw In 
ib« Btiating n«w 'B)a(fc-ft*au(T' S-CabU 
P>é9>«>i>>* Eii*r«Mt and Jo* ts"«!««'! 
»ir I V vrm a panønal mttturtian 'P»iiii*f-PI«t' malhad 

• y*u, I«A ^Mam« an «if-«(«vMd 
a wianari 

• SCrCNTIMCI AND HOWt 

• Wah nil yaw wkol fott pfofrai* yn 

• mab« I« raal p«w*> <«>>K 'S'acfc ■••vfy" 
a oad J«a BanoM*. Thay'ra witb yaw Hl 
S yaw*** "TOPS' I* iha Mi. 

a t'i aivauMfl 






"Al Ul IntL 
■iMrW bsIMo«. rva 

ot thi IliL Uaat t«w 
•(»»Ir »liHl la 
TBW MUto te MMM 
MMr MM I tsa r«a- 
•CÉOKnd *ea DMit Mtb- 
b Km'« irliMBi M 
■11 >mlM* »owMir' 



cur our nn miaminoi 

•Miib fait . . aM fM*t Ha« A«l yavN« 
■>» vaar wikd . . . ^ »a— abaal H 



M «a>tbl*l Oal ta>a«< Swtd yawf 




■ttHOMQMIH-* ClVk or AHIRteA MAIL TMIt 

Zlot Bentwa. Dlnittr ■XO.ttltK" 

■ lul BnaMr, D>*l fCTI rOHIi NOWl 

a Ml« Itrt li, Mn Wk 

■rnBE ti anr ('Mi iiwii) charn, ram ifm 'BtatC Bmo^ 

ll^aMt Pit«mai'> Ei»;t>n. lll In Tmo-nu' BMpa 

a»>iM tar T >t»i if I an aat IM« ntuaad I (M n^B 
ait fs( Imadlaia rifanA 



•Mlaaa M 4* In Q ^åtk. Q MM* afd«. Q 
ha IT M »ta (MMMf ttérgm. 



C-0.0. 



PLIAH PmMT fLAINLV 



MASKED RAIDER 




MASKED RAIDER 






MASKED RAIDER 




MASKED RAIDER 

THEXOLD BANDITS 



BIO Jim Randal stood spraddle-tegged 
before the warm crackling fiames of the 
campfire and thrust his tight-clenched fists 
deeper into his mackinaw pockets. Flinty-eyed. 
he studied the grim faces of the six men in a 
rough semi-circle before him. 

"We stayed in these hills too long." he said. 
his weather-lined face serious. "El Lobo and 
his gang of gold thieves have the only pass out 
of here bottled up." 

A co!d night wind swept down out of the 
hills. and banks of leaden snow clouds hid the 
moon. The breath of winter had come with 
icy suddeness to warn the handful of pros- 
pectors who still roamed these hills. searching, 
biasting into bedrock for the valuable yellow 
metal. The diehards. 

"We'll freeze to death when the blizzards 
hit," shivered grizzled Nugget Jones. 

"We're the last men up here." Randal said. 
"And El Lobo's waiting below like a vulture 
for us to come out— so he can steal our gold!" 

A heavy-set prospector shook his head. 
"After all that slavin' and diggin' and biastin' 
this past summer?" 

"We got no choice," Nugget Jones chirped. 
*'Either we stay here with our gold and freeze 
to death, or we ride down and make that 
coyote. El Lobo, a present of it . . ." 

"Uniess we couM trick him." interrupted 
Randal. 

"Trick El Lobo? YouVe batty. Randal." cut 
ih hatchet-faced Slim Dawson. "Old Pick Man- 
ton tried and lost. Only last week he left for 
below. Told me he had a plan to outfox El 
Lobo." He scowled up at Randal. "Mebbe Pick 
told you about the special strongboxes he had 
built in "^town before he came up here?" 

Randal nodded. "Had them fitted with pad- 
locks. Matter of faet, he gave me ene of the 
boxes." 

Dawson spat. "El Lobo caught him below 
and blew off those fancy padlocks neatly as 
you please with a six-gun!" He turned toward 
the men. "Don't fool yourselves — let's give 
the gold to El Lobo and git out of here alive!** 

"Not me, for one." said Randal quietly. 

The men chorused agreement. 

"Ever since Pick Manton left, IVe had an 
idea — and if it works, we could get our gold 
out safely through El Lobo before winter sets 
in," Randal continued. 

"WeVe listening." grunted Nugget, 

Randal leaned forward. "We leave togethef 
in a band. One man's wagon Carries all th« 



gold. El Lobo wouldn't have time to nab more 
than three of us and. while he's doing that. the 
guy with the gold gets away." 

"Sounds good." said the heavy-set pros- 
pector. "But supposing El Lobo nabs the man 
carrying the gold?" 

"He'll have to get away while El Lobo's 
chastng the others. Besides," Randal drawled. 
"we'll have the advantage because El Lobo 
will never suspect that only one of us has the 
paydirt. Loaded, our wagons all look the same." 

Nugget's head shook, "Big risk for the guy 
carrying the yellow stuff." 

"I'll make the run, if you men trust me," 
Randal said. 

There was a brief buzz of excitement and, 
finally. the men agreed. 

"It's our only chance." Randal told them 
finally. "Bring all your gold to me. Pack your 
equipment on your wagons and be ready to 
leave an hour before dawn." 



An hour before dawn. Big Jim bad just fin- 
ished lashing his Uist remaining box of biast- 
ing powder onto his wagon when the other 
prospectors arrived. 

Nugget Jones gave him a lift with the heavy 
strongbox that Pick Manton had given him a 
few days earlier. 

"Heavy!" grunted Jones. "But what's in that 
box represents a Hfe's work for most of us, 
Jim." 

Randal nodded. then. loud enough for every- 
one to hear, "Remember. El Lobo will be wait- 
ing for us where Commanche Pass opens out 
into the plains. It's the only way out of here, 
so when we reach it, spread out and keep go- 
ing. Let '5 go!" 

And when dawn broke finally, the little cara- 
van had passed almost through the complet« 
length of Commanche Pass, Big Jim knew tb« 
men were jittery. He was himself. 

The plains lay just ahead through Oie nar- 
row slit of the pass exit and, upon reaching, 
that opening. Nugget Jones* long buUwhip 
cracked and his horses bolted through tb« 
narrow pass. 

Almost iostantly; • pistol sbot rip]^ th« 
leaden airt 

"El LoboP Nngget screamed. 

"Keep goingl Spread oittr Randal yelled 
end, by thia time. he had reached the opening 
himsell. Thei^ he was cut, bea^ng pell meU 
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for the plains ahead. Pistol and rifle shots 
whanged around him, over his head. thudded 
sharply into ihe wagon sides. But he kept on. 

Up ahead. Jones' bouncing wagon veered 
sharply to the nght. The heavy-sei prospector 
veered lefl. 

Then, from erther side, horsemen sprang 
from behind big boulders and. with drawn 
guns, caine thundering full tilt at Randal. 
Almost at once, the riders ignored the other 
pro^pectors. 

Something had gone wrong* The plan wasn't 
going to work ! 

Brief seconds later, ene of El Lobo's out- 
laws rode abreast of Randal's horses, seized 
the reins and pulled him to a halt. "Hola!" 
the outlaw shouied. "Wc have him. El Lobo!" 

A huge Mexican dressed in buffalo robe and 
sombrero came riding up leisurely. Other out- 
laws. guns drawn. rode at his back. El Lobo 
looked closely at Big Jim. then at the strong- 
box lashed to the wagon. "Si. this is the one 
we want," he grumbled. His dark, beady eyes 
caine back to Randal. lip curling. "So. your 
attempt to trick El Lobo is not so good, eh?" 

Randal bristled with anger. "How'd you 
know I was the one carrying the gold.*" 

El Lobo chuckled. **The eyes and ears of 
El Lobo travel far.*' He turned abruptly and 
addressed hts men. "Cet that strongbox off 
and open it at once!" 

•*It's another one of those trick boxes with 
a padlock on it, Iike the one Manton had," 
spat one of the outlaws. grunting as he helped 

I lift the box from Randal's wagon. 

i "Bah!" snarled the bandit chief, leaving a 
man to guard Randal. "When will these fools 
learn it does not pay to try tricks on El 
Lobo!" Deftly, he drew out his six-shooter 
end laid the muzzie flush against the padlock 
on the strongbox. "Watcht" he bellowed. 

The outlaws gathered around their chief. El 
Lobo squeezed the trrgger. The report was 
deafening. Bright orange flame spat against 
padlock and hasp. Lead smasbed the metal 

I with a loud snap. 

I But at that split second* the strongbox lid 
flew back violently on its hinges. A bright 
! blinding flash of briltiant flame spewed up at 
tbe outlaws around it. There was a Iow, throaty 
nimble like thunder. Tbick palls of black 
Knoke burst out. 

El Lobo and his men fell back screaming, 
dewing franticalty at their eyes, t 
•Helpr gasped the tiandit chief. "I-I can- i 
not seet I-l am blind! Help mel" S 
But the others were equally as helpless, ^ 
fingers tearing al their flash-shocked eyes. H 
Instantly. Big Jim leaped off the wagon, ' 
I knocked the startled outlaw who had been 
guarding him to the ground, scooped up his 



six-gun and. pointing it skyward, triggered it 
thrce times. 



When Nugget Jones. Slim Dawson. and the 
other prospectors reiurned to the scene. Ran- 
dal had lined the blinded outlaws up against 
his wagon and had disarmed thetn. 

Nugget Jones came over. wide-eycd. * Good 
thing you told me back at your camp to keep 
my ears optrn for three shots. B-but what in 
Sam Hill happened? ' he spultered. 

El Lobo opened the wrong box. that's all,*' 
Randal commented quietly. 

"We heard the explosion." Jones said. look- 
ing at the half-shattered strongbox. "Hey! 
What'd you have in there?" 

"Flat shale rocks, with a good layer of blast- 
ihg powder on top," Randal announced. 

"l'Il be danged!" exclaimed Dawson. "The 
gun flash set off the powder! Who gave you 
that idea?" 

"You!" Randal said. "When you told me 
how they biasted Hick Manton's padlocks off 
with gunfire. I just figured ihey'd do the same 
thing again." 

"A mite crafty." Slim added. "Say. give me 
a gun, Randal— it'll be a pleasure totmg these 
birds to jail personally.." 

Randal smiled sourly. "You won't need the 
gun. Slim, *cause you'll be right in there with 
*em!" 

*'You*re loco. Randal! You just said X helped 
you. that it was my story about Pick Manton 
that . . ." 

"Right." cut in Randal. "A story you knew 
too well. How else could you know £1 Lobo 
biasted those padlocks with buUets . . . if you 
weren't right there with him when it was 
done I" 



HE shoved Dawson over with El Lobo and 
the gang, then turned back to Nugget 
Jones. "This coyote double-crossed all of us. 
planned to split with El Lobo. So I told him 
of my plan deliberately. El Lobo would think 
Dawson was very elever, believing that he 
knew our plan, and would completely over- 
look the real trick!" 

*'What was that?" asked Nugget. 

Randal smiled. "Making El Lobo bite twice 
on the same trickl" 

"Only this time loaded for the payoff, eh?" 
Jones guffawed. "And our gold — that's safe?" 

"Safe as a baby, slashed away right there 
fn my case of biasting powder," smiled Ran- 
dal. "I just kinda reversed things a bit.** 

THE END 
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